
Tips on making your Lake Home Secure: 
  Make it Look Lived-In (When You’re Not Living In It) 

A dark home with unkempt grass and old mail piling up on the  mail box is a sure sign that your home is 
unattended. Make it look like somebody is home. Giving a spare key to a trusted neighbor so that he or she can 
bring in any mail, check on your home or making the home look lived in is a great idea. 

If you plan to live there more frequently, you can request that the US Postal Service office hold your 
mail while you are away from the lake. Ask your neighbor to periodically water the plants and mow the lawn.  
If you have a driveway, suggest that they park their car there at times 

Put on a Light Show (When you’re Not There) 
A great way to mimic the look of a lived-in home is by using lights.  While leaving lights on the entire 

time is not a good idea, a better way to get a lived-in look is by investing in some timers.  Light switch timers 
will create the natural effect of you periodically turning the lights on and off during the day and at night, even 
when you’re not around. You might consider installing motion-sensor lights outside to create a similar effect. 

Check Your Windows and Doors (Before You Leave) 
Even if your vacation home door is older, there are a couple simple ways that you can make it more 

secure while maintaining a rustic look. Invest in a good lock. Purchase a Grade 1 or Grade 2 deadbolt, both of 
which can be installed without the help of a locksmith. 

Depending on how old your home is, you may consider replacing your strike plate, as well. Brass strike 
plates are an affordable replacement option. You can make your windows thief-proof by replacing them with 
types that cannot open more than six inches. 

As for windows, those easily accessible would be better left with closed window treatments.  Things out 
of sight are not a temptation.    

If you want to make an upgrade to your home that not only can improve the value, but also the security, 
consider investing in superior doors and windows. They aren't as easy to break through and are even equipped 
with glass sensors that can notify you when the windows are broken into.  

Avoid Social Network Updates 
As you pack up to leave the cabin, although it may be tempting to share photos online of your most 

recent waterskiing accomplishments and the new hiking trail that you explored, be wary of how much you say.  
Tech-savvy burglars may take the photos and descriptions as an indication that your vacation has come to its 
conclusion and that your home is about to be unattended. 

Gates 
Although a gate at the road might deter vehicles from approaching your home, one would have to weigh 

this security tip in lieu of deterring the possibility of fire department access.  If a gate is not right for you, during 
winter, it might not be a bad idea to have your drive plowed, especially if over a specified snow fall.  Give your 
home a “lived in” appearance.  

Garage Security 
Do you have windows allowing visibility into your garage? These can give burglars the upper hand, not 

only because they can see if you're home, but because they can also see what you have in your garage, along 
with possible entry methods into your home, should it be an attached garage. Many homeowners use their 
garage as storage for the items they don't have room for in their home. At the very least, the garage is storage for 
expensive tools and equipment. If contents are visible, you might consider spray frosting the windows for added 

https://holdmail.usps.com/duns/HoldMail.jsp


safety.   
 
          

Shrubbery 
            The landscaping you choose can either hinder or help your efforts in security. Maintain the surrounding 
area close to your home so that it is tall enough to create a barrier, but low enough that an intruder can't hide.  
 
Home Security Signs and Alarm Systems 

It may seem like a small gesture, but placing the home security signs near your home can deter the 
criminals before they even get started. If they know your home is being monitored against crime 24 hours a day 
7 days a week, they may be less likely to break in. 

Studies have shown that criminals will avoid houses with professionally monitored alarm systems. 
Because of that, not only are the homes safer, but also the neighborhoods become a safer place. 

Security Cameras and Systems 
            This area of home security has mushroomed over the past few years.  You are now able to monitor your 
home from your phone.  Cameras can be stationary, or able to be panned, zoomed, and focused at your 
convenience.  Others are motion activated, and able to illuminate areas being approached.   

Free Weather/Utilities Monitoring 
            The National Weather Service (out of Green Bay) provides notification of pending storms, and other 
weather related emergencies, to you via phone and e-mail.    
To sign up, visit the Vilas or Oneida County web sites and type in Code Red Weather Alerts.  You will then be 
asked to complete a registration form, signifying how you want to be notified.   

Notifications of power outages and other public utility problems can also be set up by contacting your 
Service Provider through information on your monthly bill. 

Does Police, Fire & Rescue know how to get to your home? 
 Having uniform road fire signs is an asset for us.  However, would the fire or police department know 
how to get to your home from the road?  What about an emergency vehicle or fire truck being able to get to 
your home.   If you have a difficult access situation, you might want to contact your local authority 
(Police or Fire) to review where you are and how to get to your home. 
  
Neighborhood Watch 

Signs have been posted throughout our area.  In support, don’t hesitate to call a local Police Department if you 
think you see something suspicious.    
The following is a list of local departments: 

1. Minocqua Police Department - 715 356 3234 
2. Lac du Flambeau Tribal Police Department - 715 588 7717 
3. Minocqua Fire & Rescue:  911 or 715 356 4013 
4. Lac du Flambeau Fire & Rescue  911 
5. Vilas County Police – 800 472 7290, 715 479 4441 
6. Oneida County Police – 715 361 5200 
7. Anonymous tips to:  WeTip at (800) 78-CRIME (800-782-7463).  

THE "DON'TS OF HOME SECURITY 



DON'T invite intruders by leaving the packaging materials of large items like televisions and computers on the 
curb. Wait to put them in the garbage until the day the trash is picked up.  
DON'T leave spare keys around your home. Potted plants, doormats, and obvious locations are invitations to 
intruders. If you must leave your key out, a key lock box with combination might do the trick.   
DON'T put your name on your mailbox. As much as those old directional signs along our roads are a tradition 
in the north woods, they do point the way for anyone to find you.  The internet makes it very easy to find your 
phone number with your name, and intruders can call to see when you're home, with signs helping them further.


